
BACKGROUNDER 
 

Summary of Key Points  
 

1. 80521 NL Ltd. attempted to buy two parcels of Crown land: 1) Mews Place and 
2) Snows Lane. 
 

2. 80521 NL Ltd appeared to have insider information that a deal was imminent with 
Canopy Growth.  A review of dates determined that 80521 NL Ltd. incorporated 
on the same day that Canopy Growth filed lobbyist registration documents which 
was the day before the Department of Tourism, Culture, Industry and Innovation 
commenced drafting the contract with Canopy Growth. Then five days later 
80521 NL Ltd. wrote the Minister of Transportation and Works requesting to 
purchase Crown land at Mews Place.  
  

3. It is evident from a review of documents received in the ATIPP request that: 
○ Officials in Transportation and Works were acting upon clear direction to 

sell two parcels of Crown land to 80521 NL Ltd. on an urgent basis.  
○ There was ongoing activity in Minister Crocker’s department over a three 

day period in November 2017.  
 

4. In the 2018 fall session of the House of Assembly, the following is noted:  
○ Minister Crocker continually and consistently denied that any direction was 

given to sell Crown land on either Mews Place or Snows Lane to 80521 
NL Ltd. Specifically:  

i. On November 14th, Minister Crocker stated: “there was no direction 
to sell this land.” in relation to Mews Place and “there was never 
any direction in my department to do anything from anybody when 
it comes to a land sale” in relation to Snows Lane.  

ii. On December 5th, MHA Barry Petten asked the Premier “did 
anyone in your office direct TW officials to sell that parcel of land on 
Mews Place?” The Premier did not stand to answer, instead, 
Minister Crocker answered “The reality is if myself or somebody in 
the Department of Transportation and Works gave a direction to sell 
land it would be sold”.  

○ Minister Crocker downplayed activity regarding selling the Crown land at 
Mews Place. On November 14th,  Minister Crocker said there was a 
conversation between two engineers that lasted approximately 10 
minutes, and that was that, Mr. Speaker”.  



○ Minister Crocker told the House of Assembly on November 13th that the 
divestment of any property would be a public, transparent process and a 
Request For Proposals would be conducted. This information contradicts 
the documents received in the ATIPP request where attempts to sell the 
two parcels of Crown land located on Mews Place and near Snows Lane 
to 80521 NL Ltd were noted and no reference to a public process were 
made. 

○ Minister Crocker also told the House of Assembly on November 13th that 
“I have never seen anything in the department with reference to a parcel 
of land on Mews Place.” and “I’m not familiar that we would have tried to 
sell that land.” Yet, the ATIPP request shows two letters to Minister 
Crocker from 80521 NL Ltd. one on November 14th, 2017 requesting to 
purchase Crown land at Mews Place and one on November 23rd, 2017 
requesting to purchase Crown land on Snows Lane. 

 
5. The contract entered into by the Provincial Government with Canopy Growth 

included Canopy Growth purchasing land and building a facility (section 3.0 of 
original contract). On May 4,th, 2018, Canopy Growth entered into an agreement 
to lease a production facility from 80521 NL Ltd. This lease arrangement with 
80521 NL Ltd. was not contemplated in the original agreement with Canopy 
Growth. Amendments to the contract were requested by Canopy Growth on May 
31st, 2018 but the contract was not amended until November 15th, 2018.  
 

6. An agreement was entered into with 80521 NL Ltd. with Canopy Growth on May 
4th, 2018. The Provincial Government and Canopy Growth announced the site of 
the production facility on May 7th, 2018. Yet the land was not registered by 
80521 NL Ltd. until July 26th, 2018 according to the Registry of Deeds. 

 
  


